
WHY SHOULD I MODEL TO MY CHILD THE USE OF THEIR AAC DEVICE? 

(ALSO KNOW AS AIDED LANGUAGE STIMULATION)  

 “The average 18 month old has been exposed to 4, 350 hours of oral language at a rate of 8 hours/day 

from birth. A child who has a communication system (AAC) and receives speech-language therapy 2 

times per week for 30 minutes will reach the same amount of language exposure (in their AAC language) 

in 84 years.” -Jane Korsten 

“If you use my talker, I will learn how to use my talker.” –Kate Ahern 

EVERYONE in a child’s life that uses AAC should use Aided Language Simulation or modeling with that 

child. 

Aided Language Simulation does the following:  

-It shows HOW to use the symbols to communicate and helps the child become more familiar with 

his/her AAC system (what words/icons are on it and how to navigate it). 

-It helps the communication partner (parents, teachers, etc.) learn the AAC system (where to find 

vocabulary). 

-It shows the user that their system is an accepted and effective method of communication. It shows 

them that communication is powerful! 

 

Acknowledge All Utterances and Repeat Your Models A LOT! 

-Repeat what your child said and model it on the AAC device even if they select icons in error. 

-When modeling repeat yourself often. 
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https://www.assistiveware.com/blog/language-opportunities-using-aac-home 

 

https://www.cbsd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=124861&ViewID=94B66785-

F3F0-41A8-8414-1E55691D3E9E&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=192870&PageID=53827 
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